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Outline of Tomigusuku City

Tomigusuku City is located in the southern part of the main island of Okinawa, adjacent to Naha City, the
prefectural capital to the north, Haebaru Town and Yaese Town to the east, and Itoman City to the south. It has a
geographic area of 19.34 km2.

The name "Tomigusuku” originates from the name of a gusuku (castle) built by the future king of Nanzan,
Ou Ooso, on a hill overlooking Lake Man. The name "Toyomu” is one of the eulogistic names mentioned in the
Omorososhi (a compilation of ancient poems and songs), and indicates a high degree of fame. Through the ages,
the name was changed to "Tomigusuku” and has continued to this day. In the old Ryukyu period, the area was
called Tomigusuku Magiri, and was located in an important position as a strategic point south of the mountains
against Nakayama. In the beginning, the area of Tomigusuku was not only the area of the present city, but also
covered the area of present Naha City, Itoman City, and a part of Yaese Town. Since then, various changes have
taken place, and in 1908 (Meiji 41), with the enactment of the island township system, Tomigusuku Village was
born, comprising the following 11 villages: Tomigusuku, Chiha, Shimoda, Zahana, Kikumine, Bin, Onaga, Takara,
Takanoha, Yoshinaga, and Makabu.

Since Okinawa’s return to the mainland, the city has grown from a quiet farming village with a population of
less than 10,000, blessed with fertile farmland, to a city with a rapidly growing population as a result of the
expansion of the urban area centered on Naha City, which led to the construction of housing complexes and the
development of residential land in various parts of the city. On April 1, 2002 (Heisei 14), it achieved its goal of
becoming an independent city.

Since its establishment as a city, Tomigusuku City has been attracting companies to the area and expanding
employment to create new vitality, and has always been ranked high in the "All Cities Growth Potential Ranking,”
which is a nationwide ranking of cities. The city also has a large number of children, and ranks first in Japan in
terms of the ratio of young population by city ward.

The city’s soil is rich in water retention and has always been a prosperous agricultural area, where sugar cane
was grown before World War II and leafy vegetables after the war. In recent years, suburban agriculture, mainly
plastic greenhouse cultivation, has also been carried out, and mangoes and tomatoes are grown. Today, the city
has developed into a harmonious blend of urbanization and greenery, a city full of hope with many children.
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Agriculture has always been active
in Tomigusuku. Before the war,
sugarcane was grown, and after
the war, leafy vegetables were
mainly grown. In recent years it
has shifted to suburban agriculture,
mainly growing leafy vegetables
in plastic greenhouses. In recent
years, suburban agriculture, mainly
plastic greenhouse cultivation, has
been carried out, and mangoes and
tomatoes are widely grown. Many
processed products such as mangoes
have also been developed and are
becoming popular as souvenirs of
Tomigusuku.
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